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LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS

For BDBC, Old Basing & Upton Grey
Ward, Clir Kate Tuck re-elected. Kate
is also deputy representative to the
Combined County Authority -
Planning Advisory Board.the

For the County Council, Loddon
District, Clir Paul Miller elected.

TO RECORD Congratulations to re-
elected, newly elected councillors.

TO RECORD Thanks and best wishes
to Elaine Still who served as County
Councillor for Loddon District for 21
years (see page 5).

Letter from Ward Clir Kate Tuck
‘A huge thank you to everyone who
supported me at the ballot box. It's a
real privilege to continue serving our
community, and I'll keep working
hard for every resident.

Kevin Curtis [!
FREE ESTIMATES PROMPT PROFESSIONAL
ADVICE & RELIABLE SERVICE

07900 691605 Evenings 01256 762094
hellohookcarpentry@btinternet.com
Checkatrade membership number 230871

Carpenter & Joiner

ALL TYPES OF
CARPENTRY &
JOINERY WORK

'I'm grateful to my campaign team,
deliverers, friends and family who
gave up so much time and energy
over the past few weeks. We're also
lucky to have such a strong local
leader in Cllr Paul Harvey.

'On the doorstep, residents spoke
passionately about protecting our
precious chalk streams, and I'm
determined to turn the Rights of
Rivers Declaration into real action for
the River Loddon, the River Test and
our local tributaries.

'We are heading into uncertain times
with local government reorganisation,
but one thing will not change: we will
always put residents first. People, not
politics. Please do get in touch if I
can help with any local issues.’

Kind regards, Kate
clir.kate.tuck@basingstoke.gov.uk

SEEKING VILLAGER
DISTRIBUTORS

The Villager is in need of
volunteers to deliver to almost
all of Scures Hill, apart from the
top houses on the south side near
Heather Row Lane to the
Heatherside Rest Home.

If you can help with deliveries, if
only just for a few copies, please
contact su.newnham@gmail.com
07515 777060; or email

newnhamcllr.walker@gmail.com .

Also please to get in touch if
you're not at the moment on the
email list and would like to receive
a pdf copy... thank you

Susan Turner, Villager editor

NEWNHAM 901: Newnham celebrated the beginning of summer, and the good weather, with
its banquet and party on the Green. Thanks to all who participated and helped make it happen
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Newnham & Nately Scures

We have some wonderful Summer
afternoon and evening services
coming up at both Newnham and
Nately Scures, so please do come
along and support us.

Sunday 7th June, St Swithun’s Nately

Scures, Summer Evensong, 5pm,
followed by Strawberries and Fizz.

Sunday 14th June, St Nicholas’

Newnham, Hymns & Pimm’s, 4pm.
Please join us for the return of one
of our favourite services and please

do get your hymn choices to
RevDebz ASAP.

Sunday 5th July, St Swithun’s Nately
Scures, Patronal Festival Evensong,

5pm, followed by Pimms and Nibbles.

Sunday 12th July St Nicholas’
Newnham, Pet Service, 4pm. Bring

your moggies and your doggies and all

your pets to our Pet Service...
Rev Debz

Come and join us for

Hymns and Pimms

o

St Nlcholas, Newnham

NEWNHAM 901
THANK YOUS

To the N901 team -

Al Richmond, David Matthius,
Matt Morris, Sue Symons;

to Tim Green for multiple
deliveries, to the marque team,
Sarah Matthius for the marque
decoration, Sarah & Geoff
Hawkes for loan of the tables,
to the Old House at Home for
their hospitality, to Berro
Kitchen for again providing a
sumptuous feast — the venison
roast being slow cooked all day
on the Green.

Thanks also to our former
County Councillor Elaine Still for
providing £750 grant funding.
Together with top-up funding
from the Parish Council this
covered all costs other than

for the food and drink.
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% Sunday 14th June 2026 4pm ﬁ

St Swithun’s
Nately Scures

Sunday 7th June 2026 5.00pm
SUMMER EVENSONG
followed by
Strawberries & Fizz
Everyone welcome!

Pet Service

St Nicholas’ Newnham 3
Sundaty 12 July, 4pm

St Swithun’s, Nately Scures
PATRONAL EVENSONG
follow by Pimm’s and nibbles

Please join us = |

Sunday 5 July —

at 5pm v
k A

NEWNHAM
COMMUNITY’S

MAY winners a’e’m‘*’
June & Peter James £100

Terri Bomphrey £50
Chris & Lisa Bingham £25

Thank you to the
Binghams for donating
winnings back to church.

PARISH PLANNING APPLICATIONS

26/00595/HSE (Pending 27 March)
Nately Scures House, Scures Hill. Single
storey kitchen extension to rear
elevation with balcony above.

26/00562/FUL (Grant 06 May) Rowan
Lodge, Crown Lane. Single storey flat
roof extension to rear of building over
area of external terrace to provide
additional internal communal space.

26/00566/RET (Grant 14 May)

Old House at Home. Container for
additional kitchen facilities
(retrospective).

26/00144/LBC (Validated 02 Feb) and
26/00151/ROC (03 Feb) Newnham
House, Ridge Lane. Variation of Con 1
of 24/02797/FUL to amend drawing
numbers to allow for alterations to
scheme [Coachhouse].

PARISH TREE APPLICATIONS

T/00210/26/TCA (Validated 08 May)
Hunters, Newnham Lane. T1 Silver
Birch - Fell

All welcome
Hook Fun
Run &
Road Races
2026

Review

A 'THANK YOU' TO
NEWNHAM RESIDENTS...

for the support they offered to our
runners on 17th May.

We had lots of feedback
commenting on the individuals who
stood on their driveways to cheer
the runners as they passed through
Newnham. This really helped boost
morale and demonstrates what
lovely communities we are
surrounded by.

Jess Rogers
Hook Fun Run Committee

https://newnhamc/ubroom.rg.uk/
CLUBROOM HIRE Wifi available

To book tel 07802 972722 or email
bookings@newnhamclubroom.org.uk

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
Newnham is looking for a new
Parish Councillor to join the team.
If interested please contact any

of the Parish Councillors or
clerk.newnham@gmail.com
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Up Nately villagers enjoyed a
Safari Supper, huge thanks to
Clive and Claire for organise
this evening of pure fun!
J—

durwell & Up Nately
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NOTES FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL MAY AGM

Present Parish Councillors and Clerk.
Hugo Cubit was re-elected as
Chairman for 2026/27.

Accounts and Audit (AGAR -
Accounts and governance
accountability return) forms agreed
and signed, to be posted to the
website; internal audit date arranged
for June. The Parish Council is exempt
from external audit for 2025/26 as
turnover under £25K.

Rights of Rivers Mapledurwell & Up
Nately Parish adopted its own ‘Rights
of Rivers’ declaration in line with and
in support of that agreed and adopted
by BDBC and initiated by Ward Clir
Kate Tuck. Agreed strong support in
principle, the importance of the Parish
location at the headwaters of the
Lyde, noting in particular the need for
ongoing care and protection of the
Frog Lane chalk stream.

Mapledurwell direction signs
Materials on order for new finger
boards for signposts by the pond and
on the Greywell Road at the Tunworth

Road, Frog Lane and Andwell Lane

junctions. New posts required for by
Tunworth Road and Andwell Lane.

Frog Lane update Tasks completed
- Gate and plank bridge replaced to
Footpath 4; new gatepost in place
onto Frog Lane.
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Up Nately coffee and chat will be
at Eastrop Cottage on 3rd July,
10-12. Tel: 01256 762059

Tasks pending — new riverside posts
required plus scalpings for allotment
parking area.

Allotments are currently all occupied,
for anyone potentially interested for
the future please contact Colin
Robertson colin.mandunpc@gmail.com
to join the waiting list.

Mapboard by Mapledurwell pond - a
new board on order. To record thanks
to former County Councillor Elaine Still
for grant funding.

The phone box is due for some tlc, a
new coat of paint and the broken
glass panes replacing; deliberate
targeting by catapults or whatever
does seem to have stopped now.

Outdoor table tennis table to be
installed near the playground at the
Village Hall. Pros and cons of various
options discussed; groundworks
(concrete base) scheduled June.

Annual RoSPA inspection due for
the playground. Monthly report from
Kevin Rafferty, received with thanks

Remote Parish Council meetings -
Update from NALC (National
Association of Local Councils) - who
are pushing for remote attendance at
Parish Council meetings to be lawful -
- say they are unhappy that
Government's legislative programme
in King's Speech failed to include
measures to enable remote and
hybrid council meetings permanently.
Noted that Mapledurwell & Up Nately
Parish Councillors in favour of in-
person meetings as the norm.

Parish Assembly report next month.
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Gentlemen of Mapledurwell

Could You be crowned our Star Baker ?

Using the recipe shown, please bake a victoria

Sponge Cake (decorate it as You wish) and deliver
it to the Brewing @ Fourwinas wowmema bY

11.00am on Sunda

Jud@iwg will take pta CE (Your name and phone nuwmber

nmust be written underneath the plate)

The cakes will thew be served at a ‘Tea and Cake’ (or
a glass of fizz) event at Mapledurwell Pond from

2.00pm on Sunday 14% June

14 Juune, where

Recipe
*2000 castey sugar
#2009 softened butter

4 £9gs

*beaten

*2000 self-raising flour
*1 tsp baking powder

*2 thsp mille

Judging
criteria
Lightwness of the
Sponge

Evewn rise

Al welcone. The overall winner will be
presented with a cup and certificate

Creativity of filling
and decoration

Overall taste

‘Mens Star Baker of Mapledurwell 2026

Sponsored by The Friends of St.Marys

(Registered Charity nwmber 224649)

COUNTY
COUNCILLOR
ELAINE STILL

Continued from
front page

Elaine Still was
first elected to
County in 2005,
representing the
Loddon division,
thus she served five terms of four
year and, though intending then to
stand down, an extra year in 2025/26
as County elections were postponed.
She was also a BDBC Ward Councilor
for Chineham 2002-2023.

Clir Still was Chairman of the County
Council for 2018/19, at the time
saying she would dedicate her year to
promoting Hampshire’s countryside:
‘T would like to focus on looking after
nature, so nature can look after us...
Access to green space, rural and
coastal environments has close links
to physical health and mental
wellbeing; and Hampshire enjoys
some of the most beautiful outdoor
spaces in the country.

Scince the Parish Council took out a
lease on the Frog Lane chalk stream,
Elaine consistantly supported the
planting schemes from her devolved
budget and also contributed to the
allotments, funding fruit trees, new
water butts, and also the Lime tree in
the Village Hall grounds. Most recently
she provided a grant for a new
mapboard adjacent to the
Mapledurwell pond.

For Newnham, among many other
things, Elaine has supported
environmental projects and pond
restoration on the Green. Both Parish
Councils extend thanks & best wishes.

PARISH PLANNING APPLICATIONS

26/00977/HSE (Validated 27 May)

The New Farmhouse, Andwell Lane.
Raising of roof to existing double garage
to form residential annex to main house
and new double garage, car port with
storage over.

26/00970/FUL (Validated 12 May)
Nunnery House Tunworth Road Erection
of a detached single-storey garage within
the residential curtilage of the dwelling
under construction, and approved under
planning ref (24/02002/FUL)

26/00717/LBC (Pending 03 April) and
26/00848/HSE (24 April) Mapledurwell
House, Tunworth Road. Reinstate and
repair the section of collapsed flint
boundary wall.

26/00539/HSE and 26/00540/LBC (Grant
29 May) Eastrop Farm House, Heather
Row Lane. Removal of conservatory and
erection of a single storey side extension.
Alterations, internal and external. Erection
of greenhouse.

26/00455/FUL (Refuse 13 May) Eastside,
Frog Lane. Conversion of outbuilding
from ancillary residential accommodation
to a single self-contained residential
dwelling (use Class C3).

25/02579/ROC (Pending 27 October)
Bridgeway Mansion, Heather Lane. Relief
of conditions — 1 Approved

Plans; 3 Details of Materials;

5 Landscaping; 7 Brickworks Docks; 14
Visibility and 16 Front Enclosure — of
BDB/74968 (Erection of one dwelling
following demolition of piggery buildings
and barn). (Schedulde for Development
Control Committee of 20 June,
subsequently withdrawn.)

25/00304/HSE (Pending 26 February)

6 St Stephens Close. Erection of part first
floor, two storey side and rear extension,
single storey rear extensions.

24/00756/FUL Land North of Parrotts.
(Considered by Development Control
Committee of 08 April.)

Four detached new dwellings, garages,
access, parking, amenity space etc.

DC decision to defer on two grounds: to
request further information on flood risk,
and re levels of noise from M3.

22/02210/RET (Pending 05 August 2022)
Priory Farmhouse. Variation of Con 2 of
15/04301/FUL for continued use Class E
children’s nursery to 2032.

PLANNING APPEAL

APP/H1705/X/26/3378064 (Appeal in
progress) The Gamekeepers. Certificate
of lawful development for the existing
use of the Gamekeepers as a restaurant;
ref 25/02178/LDEU. (Refused BDBC 03
November 2025.)

PARISH TREE APPLICATIONS

T/00195/26/TCA (Approve 21 May,
Validated 29 April) Foxglove Cottage
Tunworth Road. G1 Sycamores reduce
by 3-4m in height and reduce lateral
growth to maintain shape due to basal
decay and leaning towards property and
public access.
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Church Notices

'Journeying together, we worship
God and serve the community'
www. united-parish.org.uk
www.moretolife.church

From the Parish Registers
Baptism: Pippa Thing at St Mary's
Greywell on May 3rd

Funeral: Shirley Buckland at
St Nicholas' Newnham on May 13th

FROM THE BENEFICE
MINISTRY TEAM

Dear Friends,

As a child I

& remember
reading the
words Rogation
¥ Sunday in my
" prayer book

N and having no
idea what that
. meant.

For me the annual Walk of Witness
was a long procession of all the church
community; church choir, uniformed
organisations, Sunday school and men
and women of the congregation,
walking along busy roads and streets
of terraced houses.

It was only on moving to Hampshire
and being part of our village church
communities I got to experience
Rogations walks. The church of
England website reminds us these
annual processions began to ask God
to protect crops against mildew and

/2’//&‘

TIDY TIME SERVICES

w
TimeService

RELIABLE DOMESTIC
CLEANING &
HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
. | |
B s o F
- ' s |

— |

-

v Domestic cleaning
v End of tenancy cleaning
v One-off cleaning
v Office cleaning

For quotes please phone Lucy on

07768 639762

www.tidytimeservices.com
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CHURCH SERVICES JUNE INTO JULY

Sunday 07 June 9am St Mary’s Mapledurwell, CW Holy Communion
11am St Mary’s Greywell, Morning Worship
S5pm St Swithun’s Nately Scures, Evensong

Sunday 14 June 9am St Stephen’s Up Nately, BCP Holy Communion (said)
4pm St Nicholas’ Newnham, Hymns & Pimm's

Sunday 21 June 9am St Mary’s Greywell, CW Holy Communion
11am St Mary’s Mapledurwell, Informal Service

Sunday 28 June 10.30am St Nicholas’ Newnham, BCP Holy Communion (said)
11am St Stephen’s Up Nately, Morning Worship

Sunday 05 July 9am St Mary’s Mapledurwell, CW Holy Communion
11am St Mary’s Greywell, Morning Worship
5pm St Swithun’s Nately Scures, Patronal Festival Evensong

evolved into a tradition of processing

along the parish boundaries to ask for Mother ; NION

blessing of the land and was a time Christisn csre for famiiles
encouraging fellowship between

neighbours. North Hants Downs MU
The joy of the Rogation walk is a time | On Saturday June 13th we will have a
to slowly absorb the beauty of stall at Hartley Wintney Village Festival
creation, to take time to pay attention | Where we plan to sell second-hand

to the Spring flowers, the beautiful books to raise funds for the Mothers’
views and the trees that have stood Union campaign to support literacy

around the world, particularly for

for many years. It is a step back from
VY P women and girls.

all that is going on in the world to

worship God for the nature that is 480 million women around the world
renewed each year and to see in can’t read or write, which means that
reality the words we sing in church: they can’t register the birth of their

baby, read the labels on medicine

O Lord my God when I in awesome bottles or open a bank account.

wonder, consider all the works thy Literacy is so important as it

hand has made'. empowers women and changes their
Each year at Herriard we walk through | lives and the lives of their community.
the fields and along the lanes pausing There is a box at the back of All Saints’
at the farms for prayers or hospitality. Church for you to leave your

This year we listened to Psalm 65 donations of books, and thank you for
which reminds us to worship our your support.
creator God with the words Sue Murphy
‘The whole earth is filled with awe at | 01252 845011 /07881 828450 or
your wonders. suemurphymubranch@outlook.com

You crown the year with your
bounty.

The meadows are covered with

flocks and the valleys are mantled

with grain’,
As we enter the Summer season and
experience the wonders of nature in
each of our settings let us take time
each day to worship God for the
beauty that surrounds us and the
wonderful work of his fingers.

Revd Suzanne Newcombe
St Mary’s Herriard with Winslade
St Lawrence Weston Patrick

IEETEUNION

0-
T WT R

ILLITERACY DOESN'T
MAKE SENSE
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Helen Chatfield

Hi everyone!

A few days ago, a friend of mine
shared a quote with me, which
has been going around my head
ever since:

'‘Be who God meant you to be,
and you will set the world on fire.”

It was written by a brave young
saint named Saint Catherine of
Siena, who lived hundreds of
years ago - but even so, her
wisdom can teach us now...

Seeg, she did not mean a real fire
with flames and smoke. She
meant that when we become the
person God meant us to be, our
lives can shine brightly and spread
goodness, love, and hope to the
world around us.

And that includes you!
God Made You Special

Have you ever compared yourself
to someone else? Maybe another
person seems smarter, faster,
funnier, or more talented. It is
easy to wonder if you are good
enough.

But God did not make you to be
exactly like someone else. He
created you to be you.

Everyone has different gifts. Some
people are good at sports. Others
are creative, caring, brave, or
helpful. Maybe you are the person
who notices when someone feels
left out. Maybe you make others
laugh when they are sad. Maybe
you are gentle, patient, or honest.

These gifts matter more than you
may realise.

God has a special plan, a special
place in this world, for each of us,
just like different pieces of
coloured glass in a church
window. Every piece is unique,
and maybe seems a little ordinary
when it's on its own, but together
they glow beautifully when the
light shines through them.

But maybe I'm not good
enough...

Sometimes people think God only
uses perfect people. But the Bible
shows us the opposite. Moses was
afraid. Peter made mistakes.

Children & Youth Outreach Pastor |

More to Life network of Churches
North Hampshire Downs Benefice

W KIDSZONE

David
started life
as an
ordinary
shepherd
boy. Yet God
used each of
them in
amazing
ways. God
does not expect you to be perfect.
He asks you to trust Him, keep
trying, and love others. Every time
you choose kindness instead of
cruelty, honesty instead of
cheating, or forgiveness instead of
anger, you spread God'’s light and
God’s love into the world.

Small Actions Matter

Changing the world sounds like
something only famous people can
do, or rich people, or really clever
people. But actually we all can...
small actions can make a huge
difference. A smile, a kind word,
helping someone who is lonely, or
standing up for a person being
bullied may seem small, but these
acts can brighten someone’s
whole day. We might not be able
to change the whole world - but
we can make a real difference to
our small corner of it!

Even a tiny candle can light up a
dark room. In the same way, your
kindness, your determination,
your creativity, your love can
shine brightly in places that feel
dark or sad.

Shine with God’s Light

Saint Catherine of Siena believed
that every person could do
wonderful things by becoming the
person God created them to be.
You do not need to copy everyone
else to matter. God already gave
you special gifts, a unique
personality, and a purpose.

So be brave. Be kind. Be joyful.
Stay close to God and use your
gifts to help others.

When you do that, your life will
shine brightly — and you really
will “set the world on fire.”

God Bless and See you soon!
Helen

Page 7

The
Wildlife

Trusts

The Cuckoo is back -
but not for long

www. hiwwt.org.uk/blog/hiwwt/cuck-
00-back-not-long

The call of the cuckoo ‘cuck-o00,
cuck-o0’ is one of the most
evocative sounds of spring, carrying
over open countryside, reedbeds
and edges of woodland. Males are
the first to return and they waste no
time announcing their presence
loudly as they establish territories
and attract females.

The cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) has a
grey head, barred underparts and
bright yellow eye-ring. Sleek and
falcon-like, it has pointed wings that
droop slightly when perched and a
long, graduated tail. It gives an
uncanny resemblance to a
sparrowhawk in flight and the two
are often confused - look at the tail
to help distinguish between them.

The cuckoo has an extraordinary
breeding behaviour. Rather than
building a nest, cuckoos are brood
parasites, laying their eggs in the
nests of other birds such as reed
warblers, meadow pipits and
dunnocks.

The female waits patiently for her
moment, often when the host is
away, before swiftly laying a single
egg. Remarkably, these eggs often
closely resemble those of their host
species.

Once hatched, the young cuckoo
wastes no time. Using a remarkable
instinct, it pushes any other eggs or
chicks out of the nest, ensuring it
receives all the food brought by its
unsuspecting foster parents. Its loud
begging call mimics a whole brood
of chicks, prompting the adults to
work tirelessly, even as the young
cuckoo grows far larger than them.
Cuckoos are also valuable insect
hunters, feeding largely on
invertebrates, with hairy caterpillars
a particular favourite - prey avoided
by many other birds.

Cuckoos are long-distance travellers,

continued back page...
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NATIONAL GARDEN
SCHEME - HAMPSHIRE
LOCAL NGS OPEN GARDENS

Binsted Place, River Hill, Binsted
Road, Alton, GU34 4PQ. Opening
Sunday 14th June 1-6pm. Pre-
booking available. Admission £6,
children FOC. Cashless Payments
available. Home-made teas included.

Binsted Place is a 17C farmhouse with
attractive local stone outbuildings
surrounded by a series of garden
rooms covering approximately one
and a half acres, enclosed by yew
hedges and old walls. It is very
traditional in style and includes many
roses, pergolas, herbaceous borders,
lily pond and a vegetable garden and
orchards.

Broadhatch House, Bentley,
Farnham, GU10 5JJ. Opening Sunday,
Monday & Tuesday 21st, 22nd, & 23rd
June, 2-5pm. Pre-booking available.
Admission £7.50 adults, children FOC,
Cashless Payments available.

A three and a half acre garden set in
Hampshire countryside with views to
Alice Holt. Divided into different areas

CROSS BARN
THEATRE,
ﬂam ODIHAM
Cinema/NT/Jazz

19th June, Film Song Sung
Blue Starring Hugh Jackman,
Kate Hudson. Based on a true
story, two down-on-their-luck
musicians form a joyous Neil
Diamond tribute band, proving
it's never too late to find love
and follow your dreams.

26th June, Film 'H’ is for Hawk
Starring: Claire Foy, Lindsay
Duncan, Brendan Gleeson.
Based on the memoir by Helen
Macdonald. After losing her
beloved father, Helen (Foy)
finds herself saved by an
unlikely friendship with a
stubborn hawk named Mabel.

10th July, Live Jazz at the
Barn A very welcome return of
The Melody Room Jazz Band.

Purchase tickets online at
www.thecrossbarn.org.uk

Films £7.50, NT/Jazz £20.
Doors open at 7pm, Jazz starts
7.30pm, films start at 7.45pm.

Coffee/tea, wine and ice cream
available.

by yew hedges and walled garden.
Features include two reflective pools,
flower borders and beds, mature
trees, working greenhouses, and a
vegetable garden.

THE BIG BRITISH GARDEN
SURVEY

The National Garden Scheme is
joining forces with the UK Centre for
Ecology and Hydrology (UKCEH) to
carry out The Big British Garden
Survey. This is a complete
coincidence, given the recent
screening of the excellent BBC1
programme with David Attenborough,
Secret Garden.

With the severe decline in our wildlife
and ecosystems, our gardens have
become a vital place for our native
flora and fauna. The survey runs until
30th September. Anyone over the age
18 can enter, if you have a garden
(big or small), an allotment, a balcony
or courtyard garden.

To view all the terms and conditions
and to take part, go to the NGS
website: click on News: then select
The Big British Garden Survey.

TRUSTEE BOARD
VACANCIES AT ROBERT
MAY'S SCHOOL, ODIHAM

We currently hold a number of
vacancies on the trust board for
dedicated volunteers, with sufficient
time and energy, to play a strategic
role in the school’s development
through supportive governance. Of
particular interest at this time, but
not exclusively, are chartered
accountants, applicants with a law
background, school educators,
marketeers and fundraisers.

The Academy Trust will require all
applicants to be subject to
statutory safeguarding checks,
including an Enhanced Disclosure
and Barring(DBS) check. For more
details or to request the application
form and role description, please
contact the Governance
Professional by email
clerk@rmays.com

Anna Rigby, Chair of Trust,
Robert May's School, Odiham
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Trusts

The Cuckoo is back -
but not for long

continued from page 7
spending the winter in sub-Saharan

Africa before returning to the UK in

spring. Their stay is shortlived: many
adult cuckoos begin their return

journey south as early as late June,

with young birds following weeks later
on an instinctive migration to Africa.

Sadly, the cuckoo’s call is no longer as
widespread as it once was. Declines in
UK populations are linked to habitat
loss, pressures on their host species
and challenges along migration routes.

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife

Trust works to drive nature’s recovery

by restoring and protecting vital
habitats, from reedbeds and wetlands
to woodlands and grazing marshes,
supporting cuckoos and the species
they depend on. By restoring these
habitats at scale and creating richer,
more connected landscapes, the

Trust is helping ensure that this

much-loved sound of spring continues
to echo across our countryside for
years to come.

Find out more about how to support
local wildlife by joining as a member
on the Trust website:
hiwwt.org.uk/support-us or call the
membership team on 01489 774408.

Helen Skelton-Smith
Communications Officer - PR & Media

BIG WHEEL 2026

In aid of St Michael’s Hospice on
Sunday 14th June starting at War
Memorial Park, Basingstoke.
Whether you're a seasoned cyclist
chasing the challenge or a first-time
rider looking for a fun day out,
there’'s something here for you -
this event is enjoyable for all ages
and skill levels See details at
stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events.

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE ARTICLES AND PHOTOS TO THE VILLAGER

Editor su.newnham@gmail.com; Mapledurwell News and Distribution Lorna Cuthill 354651;
Up Nately News Liz Preece 762059; Church Benefice www.moretolife.church




